ATTENTION ASCENSION
News You Can Use

Church of the Ascension

Volume III, Issue III
Fall 2019

Dear Ascension parishioners and friends,
I have lived, prayed, laughed, and cried with you for more than three months now. What a challenging and yet blessed
season it has been! While it might be odd, I want to reintroduce myself so that everyone has an opportunity to learn a
bit about me. I was born and raised in Saint Aloysius parish in Pewee Valley and graduated from grade school in 1997.
The oldest of four siblings: Kevin (Tara), Amanda (Adam), and + Kurtis; I learned early on what it is like to lead by
example. I attended Saint Xavier High School, class of ’01, and then on to UofL, where I graduated in 2006 with a
bachelor’s degree in history. Soon after graduation, I began the labor of discerning priesthood, and entered Saint Meinrad
Seminary in 2008, graduated and was ordained a priest in 2015. I had served the people of Saint Gabriel as Associate
Pastor until the summer of 2016 with a new assignment as Associate Pastor of Saint Patrick. Then, in February of 2017, I
also became the Associate Pastor at Saint Boniface. Having been an Associate Pastor for four years now, I am excited, a
bit nervous, but truly blessed to be called to this new assignment.
My goal for the initial year at Ascension is twofold. First, I desire to learn from you what it is like to worship our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ and live a life of discipleship, at Ascension Parish. Every parish has a unique personality, and after
three months, I am just beginning to uncover the depth and beauty of that personality!
In my estimation, there is no better compliment than to be called humble and kind, and that is what I want to be for you.
I have a variety of hobbies: gardening, hiking, biking, woodworking, and candle making. I also have a bit of an obsession
with old church candlesticks, and because of that, I spend a good deal of time polishing antique brass. I have a dog, and
her name is Lady. I often call her Our Lady of the Rectory, but Our Lady of Brown’s Lane has a beautiful ring to it! She’s
a five-year-old mutt, and when people ask what kind of dog she is, I respond with energetic! The rectory is on the corner
of Lincoln and Brown’s lane. Any time you pass by, and I’m out in the garage working on some project, please feel free to
stop by! I’d love to show you what I’ve been working on! Some aspects of ministry that I particularly enjoy are preaching,
getting to know the people of God, evangelization, primarily through social media, and involvement with the school.
These interests, among others, make Ascension seem like the perfect fit! Many of you have already found me on
Facebook @FrAdam Carrico, I am also on Instagram @Spiritual.Father, and Twitter @Fr_AdamCarrico. You can also
find a collection of my work at SpiritualFather.org. If you are so inclined, I even have a few YouTube videos and hope to
do more in the future.
So, that’s a bit about me. In the months and years to come, I hope to share more of myself with you and to grow in
knowledge and love of you, and your family. One of the best ways, I believe, for us to get to know one another is to have
a meal together. These sacred times are an opportunity for the people of God to share in God’s bounty and one
another. Other happenings around the parish that I would like to mention are the continuing success of our parish
school and the upcoming annual Catholic Services Appeal. Ascension school continues to shine brightly with high-quality
teachers and exceptional formation in preparing our students in all aspects of being a disciple of Jesus Christ and a good
human being. The recent National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence recognition that we have received verifies what we
have been saying for years – you do want to be a part of this! Ascension parish school is not just an effort that calls upon
the skills of our teachers and administrators but takes the support, and prayers, of the entire parish. These young people
are our present, and future, Church and I for one desire to do all I can to help them be all that Christ is calling them to
be! Another aspect of going outside of ourselves to support the greater community is the Annual Catholic Services
Appeal – the CSA. Our goal for this year’s CSA is about the same as Ascension’s goal from last year. We have surpassed
our collection amount goal for the past three years, and have exceeded, or come close, to our participation goal two of
the past three years. So what are our goals? This year we hope to raise at least $45,900 by 171 households. Simple math
tells us that if 171 families contribute $268, we will once again achieve our goals. Some of you are able, and will be called
upon to provide more than $268; many will be called upon to contribute less. Every dollar helps because it allows us to
work on both our monetary and participation goals. I will be talking about the CSA more in the coming weeks but please
be on the lookout for the letter from the Archbishop and be open to what God is calling on you to do.
Please know that Ascension is everything I hoped it would be, and more! I am pretty confident that I am where God is
calling me to be, and I hope and pray that you feel the same way! If you have any thoughts or concerns, please don’t
hesitate to bring them to me whenever you are most comfortable. Please know that I look forward to getting to

know each one of you more and more!
In the Peace of our Ascended Lord,
Fr. Adam Carrico

Reverend Adam Carrico
Administrator
Church of the Ascension

Can’t make it to
church this weekend?
You can watch weekend Mass
online. The link is located on
the parish website
ascension-parish.com
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Upcoming Mass Dates & Times
Youth Led Weekend
November 9th & 10th
Thanksgiving Day Mass
Nov 28th: 10:00 am
Christmas Masses:
Dec 24th: 4 pm, 7 pm and midnight

Dec 25th: 10 am
Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God
Dec 31st: 11:30 PM (Vigil)
Jan 1st: 7:00 PM

Looking Ahead…

Ascension’s Community Christmas Cantata
Greetings in Christ!
We are looking forward to an amazing Advent and Christmas Season here at Ascension! One of the highlights this year
will be our Community Christmas Cantata as we share the good news and joy of Christmas. This opportunity is open to
any and all who wish to be a part of something fun with others and share in the joy of Christmas. This is a great
opportunity for families to join together once a week for rehearsals in preparation of a musical program to share with
the community. Rehearsals will be on Sundays from 6:30–7:30 PM beginning on November 3rd in the Church. The final
performance, open to the community, will be on Sunday, December 15th at 6:30 PM.
Christmas is a time for gratitude, a time for celebration and expectation! And it is a time for music! Songs of the season
are everywhere around us, reminding us of the birth of the Savior, the anticipated coming of the Christ Child, the advent
of the Messiah, and the JOY that is ours as believers. As followers of Christ, we have done more than just anticipate His
coming; we have lived the reality of having received the Son of God into our hearts, of knowing Him as Savior, and
worshipping Him as the King of kings and Lord of lords! And because of the wonderful gift of God’s Son, given to us, we
not only hear the music of Christmas, we SING the song of Christmas, the Song of Joy!
Songs both new and old, celebratory and worshipful, joy-filled and awe-inspired, soul-searching and soul-soothing,
weave a tapestry of Christmas wonder that invites the believer to worship and rejoice in His presence, while offering
Hope to the downtrodden and Salvation to the lost. In perhaps some of its most powerful moments, Song of Joy ushers
the listener into the serene and peaceful strains of the beloved carol Silent Night! Holy Night!, followed by compelling
narration leading to the poignant and reflective new song, Somewhere in Your Silent Night (made popular by Casting
Crowns). That is followed by a song of invitation and worship with Crowder’s Come As You Are, encouraging the lost to
come to Christ and give Him their heart. This song of invitation leads us into the declaration that He is the King of kings
who will reign forever in the medley featuring Tomlin’s, He Shall Reign Forevermore, and Elevation Worship’s, Only King
Forever.
For more information contact Music & Worship Director, Holly Smith hsmith@ascension-parish.com
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Check Out What’s Happening at Our School
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CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION
A Thriving Parish on the Move….
2018-2019

July 2018-June 2019

Sacramental Summary

Baptisms

36

Funerals

14

Marriages

14

Registered Families

755

Total Individual Members

2122

Quarterly Mass Attendance

July (2018)-June (2019)

Quarter 3 (2018)

4pm– 199,

8:30– 135, 10:30-219

Quarter 4 (2018)

4pm– 200,

8:30– 144, 10:30-237

Quarter 1 (2019)

4pm– 211,

8:30– 144, 10:30-222

Quarter 2 (2019)

4pm– 197,

8:30– 173, 10:30-266
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It was a very warm summer with lots of activities going on with our parish community. Let me take this time to say thank you to everyone who keeps
giving from your heart.
We have been successful in providing much needed donations to our parish organizations through-out the summer months. Please continue to check out
our monthly charity and the supplies they so desperately need. Every item is truly a blessing to them and helps to ease the stress of daily living.
Hildegard House, St. John’s Shelter, Schumann Center, & Sister Visitor’s Center
134 can of food
5 lbs. of sugar
11 lbs. of coffee
23 cans Beverage Items
12 Religious Medals with prayers cards, pamphlets and books
4 set of twin sheets
48 wash cloths
4 hand towels
4 bath towels
5 bleach wipes
1 bottle of bleach
99 travel sized personal care products
32 razors
92 rolls of toilet paper

14 rolls paper towels
16 pairs of socks
2 rain ponchos’
Diaper Bank
2 cases of diapers and $150.00 donations for supplies
My Dog Eats First
20 cans of food (dog & cat)
66 lbs. of dry dog & cat food
42 lbs. of kitty liter
25 boxes of dog treats
4 collars
8 bowls
3 toys for dog & cats
11 cans of tuna
18 boxes of Mac & cheese
2 boxes of cereal
2 peanut butters jars
12 rolls of toilet paper

Bike Drive (Portland Community Center)
40 Bikes given
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We are a Roman Catholic parish
focused on developing our community
through worship, outreach, education
and fellowship guided by the teachings
of Jesus Christ.
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