Lectio Divina for the Twenty Sixth Week In
Ordinary Time

We begin our prayer:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.

O God, who manifest your almighty power

above all by pardoning and showing mercy,

bestow, we pray, your grace abundantly upon us

and make those hastening to attain your promises

heirs to the treasures of heaven.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever.

(Collect, Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time)

Reading (Lectio)
Read the following Scripture two or three times.
Matthew 21:28-32

Jesus said to the chief priests and elders of the
people: "What is your opinion? A man had two
sons. He came to the first and said, 'Son, go out and
work in the vineyard today.' He said in reply, 'l will
not, ' but afterwards changed his mind and went.
The man came to the other son and gave the same
order. He said in reply, 'Yes, sir, ‘but did not go.
Which of the two did his father's will?" They
answered, "The first." Jesus said to them, "Amen, |
say to you, tax collectors and prostitutes are
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entering the kingdom of God before you. When
John came to you in the way of righteousness, you
did not believe him; but tax collectors and
prostitutes did. Yet even when you saw that, you
did not later change your minds and believe him."

Meditation (Meditatio)

After the reading, take some time to reflect in
silence on one or more of the following questions:
e What word or words in this passage caught
your attention?
e What in this passage comforted you?
e What in this passage challenged you?
If practicing lectio divina as a family or in a group,
after the reflection time, invite the participants to
share their responses.

Prayer (Oratio)

Read the Scripture passage one more time. Bring to
the Lord the praise, petition, or thanksgiving that
the Word inspires in you.
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Contemplation (Contemplatio)
Read the Scripture again, followed by this
reflection:

What conversion of mind, heart, and life is the Lord
asking of me?

Son, go out and work in the vineyard today. What
vineyards is God calling me to work in? How can |
be more responsive to God’s call?

He said in reply, “I will not,” but afterwards
changed his mind and went. When have |
experienced conversion? What parts of my life
require change?

When John came to you in the way of righteousness,
you did not believe him. Who has modeled faith for
me? When have | struggled to believe?

After a period of silent reflection and/or discussion,
all recite the Lord’s Prayer and the following:

Closing Prayer:

Your ways, O LORD, make known to me;
teach me your paths,

guide me in your truth and teach me,
for you are God my savior.

Remember that your compassion, O LORD,

and your love are from of old.
The sins of my youth and my frailties remember
not;

in your kindness remember me,

because of your goodness, O LORD.

Good and upright is the LORD;

thus he shows sinners the way.
He guides the humble to justice,

and teaches the humble his way.

(From Psalm 25)

Living the Word This Week

How can | make my life a gift for others in charity?

Invite someone to rediscover their faith:
http://www.uscch.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-
we-teach/new-evangelization/rediscovering-the-
faith/index.cfm
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