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Lectio Divina for the Thlrty thlrd Week
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In Ordinary Time

We begin our prayer:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.

Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God,

the constant gladness of being devoted to you,

for it is full and lasting happiness

to serve with constancy

the author of all that is good.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever.

(Collect, Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time)

Reading (Lectio)
Read the following Scripture two or three times.
Matthew 25:14-30

Jesus told his disciples this parable: “A man going
on a journey called in his servants and entrusted his
possessions to them. To one he gave five talents; to
another, two; to a third, one--to each according to
his ability. Then he went away. Immediately the one
who received five talents went and traded with
them, and made another five. Likewise, the one who
received two made another two. But the man who
received one went off and dug a hole in the ground
and buried his master's money.
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“After a long time the master of those servants
came back and settled accounts with them. The one
who had received five talents came forward
bringing the additional five. He said, 'Master, you
gave me five talents. See, | have made five more.’
His master said to him, "Well done, my good and
faithful servant. Since you were faithful in small
matters, | will give you great responsibilities. Come,
share your master's joy.” Then the one who had
received two talents also came forward and said,
'‘Master, you gave me two talents. See, | have made
two more.' His master said to him, "Well done, my
good and faithful servant. Since you were faithful in
small matters, | will give you great responsibilities.
Come, share your master's joy.” Then the one who
had received the one talent came forward and said,
'‘Master, | knew you were a demanding person,
harvesting where you did not plant and gathering
where you did not scatter; so out of fear | went off
and buried your talent in the ground. Here it is
back.' His master said to him in reply, "You wicked,
lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where | did
not plant and gather where | did not scatter? Should
you not then have put my money in the bank so that
I could have got it back with interest on my return?
Now then! Take the talent from him and give it to
the one with ten. For to everyone who has, more
will be given and he will grow rich; but from the
one who has not, even what he has will be taken
away. And throw this useless servant into the
darkness outside, where there will be wailing and
grinding of teeth.™
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Meditation (Meditatio)

After the reading, take some time to reflect in
silence on one or more of the following questions:
e What word or words in this passage caught
your attention?
e What in this passage comforted you?
e What in this passage challenged you?
If practicing lectio divina as a family or in a group,
after the reflection time, invite the participants to
share their responses.

Prayer (Oratio)

Read the Scripture passage one more time. Bring to
the Lord the praise, petition, or thanksgiving that
the Word inspires in you.

Contemplation (Contemplatio)
Read the Scripture again, followed by this
reflection:

What conversion of mind, heart, and life is the Lord
asking of me?

A man going on a journey called in his servants and
entrusted his possessions to them. What gifts has
God entrusted to me? How am | using those gifts?

Since you were faithful in small matters, | will give
you great responsibilities. Come, share your
master's joy. How can | be more faithful in prayer
and participation in the Church’s mission? How
does my faith bring me joy?

So out of fear | went off and buried your talent in
the ground. How do my fears keep me from living
the life God calls me to live? How have I ignored
my talents and those of others?

After a period of silent reflection and/or discussion,
all recite the Lord’s Prayer and the following:

Closing Prayer:

Blessed are you who fear the LORD,
who walk in his ways!

For you shall eat the fruit of your handiwork;
blessed shall you be, and favored.

Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine
in the recesses of your home;

Your children like olive plants
around your table.

Behold, thus is the man blessed
who fears the LORD.

The LORD bless you from Zion:
may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem
all the days of your life.

(From Psalm 128)

Living the Word This Week

How can | make my life a gift for others in charity?

Research volunteer opportunities in your parish,
diocese, or community and put your talents to work
for the common good.
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