Parish Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday, 8/19/25 @6:30

Attendees: Fr. Matthew, Helen Walter, Dan Young, Patrick Parrish, Jake Kerger, Victor, Debbie
White, Stephanie Storer

Absent: Karen O’'Rourke :

Committee Chairs Present: Jose Vega

The meeting started with prayer followed by approval of previous meeting minutes. This being
Father Matthew’s first meeting with the Parish Council, each member introduced themselves.

New year positions were formally introduced as well. Kate Brockman will continue to be Parish
Council Chair for one more year. Jake Kerger will remain Vice Chair for one more year as well.
We are still in need of a Secretary.

Father introduced himself formally to the Council. He mentioned some of the items he’s had to
address within his first month of being at Ascension, such as the leaky roof. He shared that we
will take on a senior associate-Fr. Dale Cieslik. He will have masses one week a month. This
will help Fr. Matthew when he’s away for weddings, etc. His vacations will be planned around Fr.
Dale presiding at mass. Fr. Bob Stuemple will be presiding over some weekday masses. We will
also have some help with some seminarians who might be able to help once a week and on
some weekends. This has not been confirmed, but it is on the table. Eddie Jarboe is now part
time. Catechists might be necessary to help with some items Eddie used to do. He is hoping to
build a Youth Ministry program. iGive Catholic is on his mind and he’ll be taking the pulse on
what the school/parish needs. Security is something he is thinking about. iGive Catholic is not
taxed by the Archdiocese so we get all the funds. He plans to be very visible with the school. He
will not be giving out his email. This is to promote direct conversation and good communication.
Anyone can call, his extension is available in the bulletin. A meeting can be set up that way.
Anything involving the school should go through Terry Mullany first. He has lunch with the kids
and will be in the classrooms. Confession times will be adjusted a bit. These will be
communicated to the parish and in the bulletin.

We then moved on to the Parish Planning sheet. This is to help Father Matthew for the
Archdiocesan Parish Planning Process. Each council member answered 3 questions. Father will
go through the responses and type up a report for the Archdiocese. Bottom line, there aren't
enough priests or people for the amount of parishes and schools. We are hopeful Ascension is
on the right trajectory.

Christmas masses will remain 4pm and 7pm on Christmas Eve and 9:30am on Christmas day.
Committee updates were read or spoken. Jose Vega was in attendance so he was able to give

an update for the Athletic Board. Every other committee chair sent a synopsis. Those can
always be read on the website for each committee.



Helen Walter brought up advertisements in the bulletin. She mentioned we had too many blank
spots. She is going to work to get those spots filled.

The meeting ended with a discussion about next meeting times. The next meetings will be
October 21st and December 16th. We then ended with prayer and members filled out the
Parish Planning forms.
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